28                             MR.    BALDWIN
least had the opportunity to contemplate the world of affairs around him.
Mr. Baldwin's only vice appears to have been reading constitutional history. It seems strange that such an uninspiring subject should have appealed to a young mind. It perhaps revealed political ambitions. The pride in constitutional forms was very strong in those days. The theory of the sovereignty of Parliament was considered the very perfection of human political wisdom. Great scholars like Dicey wrote at this period unmindful that the subject of their work was planning a transformation all the while. Dicey actually lived to admit it in a later edition of his work. Even Parliamentary government can grow tired and old fashioned. A wide reading of history is a stimulus to the use of the imagination, and a good corrective to "the party man/' Nevertheless, Mr, Baldwin at this period would have curbed his highest ambitions within the scope of Parliamentary form.
Distinguished sons of Oxford usually leave their names enrolled in the memories of succeeding generations; at Cambridge men who later attain fame tend to depart unknown, It was in 1888 that Mr. Baldwin came of age and entered the Industrial world. This was seemingly the natural course. He entered his father's business as his father's partner and continued in the firm for twenty years. During those years the country generally experienced the commencement of acute industrial unrest. It was the result of that period described above as the fungoid growth of irresponsible wealth. The Taff Vale Case in 1903 had been followed by the Trades Dispute Act of 1906. That Act Mr. Baldwin was himself, as Prime Minister, to re-enact. The power of the Trade Unions was on the wax. The strike and lock-out were becoming the weapons of industrial dispute. Mr. Baldwin, however> took a personal interest in his workpeople, and helped to keep peace among them during this period. If irresponsible capital was the cause-of Socialism Mr, Baldwin would not have been able to